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April 2, 2019 1800

On April 2, 2019, Region 6 was notified about a fire and explosion at the KMCO Crosby,
Texas chemical facility. The NRC report states the fire started around 1200 CST. KMCO is
a specialty chemical manufacturer that produces custom chemical blends for various
customers. Their Risk Management Plan (RMP) indicates they have several RMP regulated
substances, some flammables and toxics including ethyl chloride, ethylene oxide, sulfur
dioxide, formaldehyde, ammonia, propylene oxide, and isobutylene (2-

methylpropene). News reports state isobutylene started the explosion/fire and there are two
injuries and one death from the event.

OSC Moore is en route to the site and OSC Loesel is on scene coordinating with first
responders (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), Crosby Fire Department,
and KMCO Inc.).

The Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology (ASPECT) aircraft
has conducted a screening level assessment to evaluate the unreported or undetected
releases of hazardous materials or contaminants at the KMCO Inc. in Crosby, Texas. The
screening level results from ASPECT were compared to the EPA Acute Exposure Guideline
Levels (AEGLs) and the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
Minimal Risk Levels (MRL). The ASPECT detected ammonia at approximately 1 ppm which
less than the AEGL-1 level of 30 ppm and the acute ATSDR MRL of 1.7 ppm. The AEGL-1
is intended for exposure less than 8 hours and the acute MRL is intended for exposure less
than 14 days. In addition, ASPECT had a single detect of isobutylene.

EPA conducted handheld air monitoring in the surrounding community and schools. The air
monitoring teams did not detect any readings above background.

The Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer (TAGA) mobile laboratory began mobile monitoring in
the surrounding area and has not detected any readings above the short term TCEQ
AMCVs.

Local officials have lifted the shelter in place issued after the explosion. The fire was
reported out at approximately 1600 CST; however, the site is being monitored for hot spots.
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